
Abstract

The materials for this research were archived data about the implementation of culture in the daily 
classroom teaching material. Also, part of the required data was collected by questions in surveys 
designed for this purpose from teachers and students of the Arabic language learning process. The new 
information came from participants answering a set of questions directed at the interviewees 
regarding their teaching or learning experience of Arabic. Also, the teachers as native speakers of the 
Arabic language, acted as live examples for the Arabic learner. The questions included soliciting 
opinions of the native speakers to the effectiveness of using culture and cultural references in their 
learning process of Arabic. The questions solicited their experience as teachers of their own language 
and the reaction that they do get form their students as they inject cultural awareness in the daily 
usage of Arabic in the learning process of Arabic 

Materials

The practice and positioning theory guided the analysis of the responses received from participants 
in the questionnaire and interviews (Windle, 2017). As the data were collected and analyzed, it was 
observed that the participants agreed on the significance of the role that cultural awareness played in 
raising the proficiency level. Cultural awareness played an essential role in teaching a language of a 
nation (Aprim, 2004). The questions in both stages of the research focused on the following areas; (a) 
cultural awareness; (b) social and traditional media; (c) language modalities; (d) culture and history 
(Castillo, 2020); (e) food and culture (Pellegrino, 2020); (g) religion and culture (Bawai, 2013); (e) culture, 
customs, and traditions, and (f) hand gestures and body language (Morrison, 2020).
The responses of the participants were used to define themes that reoccurred through the data 
collection process. All participants agreed on the importance of the role of cultural awareness in 
enhancing the Arabic language proficiency for the polyglot. In the following paragraphs, the main survey 
questions that created these common themes are mentioned. Also, the results gained from the 
interviews are stated with quotes to determine the final findings and to address research question one 
and research question two.

RESULTS CONCLUSIONS    
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Several factors need to be coordinated when preparing a linguist to play an effective role in 
properly producing the Arabic language. An important ingredient in the progression is the vocabulary. 
A linguist has to build up an extensive collection of new words. Also, grammar is imperative in 
producing the proper usage of the newly acquired vocabulary. It is vital in enabling the Foreign 
Language (FL) learner to express ideas and convey thoughts in a way that the listener can relate to 
(Ogbu, 2016). However, all that may not take the foreign language learner to higher levels unless it is 
successfully combined with the acquired Arabic culture. 

The basic focus of the research questions was on how cultural awareness can enrich the learning 
experience of Arabic learning student. The research questions addressed the extent of the role that 
culture plays in raising the linguistic efficiency of the military language specialist. This qualitative 
research concentrated on answering the following questions. 
RQ1. Under what conditions can cultural awareness, incorporated in the curriculum, positively affect 
the performance of Arabic learning students to enhance their role as military polyglot? 
RQ2. How does cultural awareness raise language competency of Arabic learning students to higher 
proficiency levels?

The Role of Cultural Awareness in Raising Arabic Language 
Proficiency for the Military Linguist to Level 2 and Above

John Kaninya PhD

Language is the way that nations transfer their customs and history to the new generations. The 
language is the cultural medium that is used for this transforming type of communication between 
generations. Thus, comes the role of cultural awareness into playing its significant effect in the process 
of linguistic interaction between generations. For this study, the role that cultural awareness plays in 
raising the proficiency of Arabic language learners to higher levels was investigated. All these efforts 
concentrated on learning how cultural awareness could enrich the proficiency of the military polyglot 
and prepare them to act as a bridge between the American culture (i.e., source culture) and the Middle 
East culture (i.e., target culture). 
The problem that was studied in this research addressed two main concerns. First, finding a clear 
definition to the role that cultural awareness plays in second language acquisition. Second, finding the 
best practices to introduce the Arabic culture into the Arabic Basic Course curriculum. The main 
components of this study were the survey questionnaire and the interviews. The participants in these 
two parts are teachers of the Arabic language with over five years of experience. The framework of the 
study was to question and interview the local Arabic teachers of the language in Arabic teaching 
institutions. The core of the research was to study the significance of the role of culture in re-enforcing 
the learning process of Arabic language. The study was also focused on the mechanism of preparing 
the English native speaker to reach higher proficiency levels of Arabic in their performance as military 
linguists. The required information was solicited from teachers that are working towards achieving the 
proficiency standards set forth by the Interagency Language Roundtable for the linguists. The research 
method utilized in this study was the qualitative method for the purpose of learning about the 
introduction of Arabic culture into the curriculum as a substantial component in the progression of the 
Arabic language learning process to reach high level proficiency for the Arabic military linguist.

• Conclusions
As globalization makes the world a small village, the need for military linguists who are proficient 
in Arabic increases (Hansen, 2020). This qualitative study was designed to focus on finding an 
instrument that would help to raise the Arabic language proficiency for these Arabic military 
linguists. This research was based on gathering information from second language acquisition 
teachers who were teaching second language learning in a military school. Their experience, age 
groups, dialects, and academic credentials are stated in Table 1. The feedback from the Arabic 
language teachers who participated in this study was closely examined. Their perception of 
culture and effectiveness of cultural awareness was documented. The participants expressed 
satisfaction in the way the research was conducted and in the way the questions were designed. 
Participant satisfaction with the research approach encouraged them to share their thoughts 
freely. They elaborated about their personal experiences as second language learners when they 
first came to the United States. The participants discussed how this familiarity provided them 
with a unique prospective in realizing the linguistic needs of language learners, simply because 
they had been through this experience themselves. This qualitative research study focused on 
cultural awareness and the results were evaluated in regard to second language acquisition and 
reporting these findings. Some common themes that emerged from the questionnaire and from 
the interviews were: culture in learning Arabic, cultural references in the classroom, social media, 
cultural cuisine, online cultural material, immersion programs, religion in culture, and 
intercultural communications (Lule, 2018). Through this qualitative study, it was established that 
cultural awareness plays an essential role in raising the proficiency level of the military linguist 
learning Arabic. Further, this study addressed the issues that enhanced cultural awareness in 
detail and focused on these themes as factors with specific importance to the military linguist 
learning Arabic. From the results of this study, it is affirmed that second language acquisition 
cannot be effective without including cultural awareness as an important factor in enhancing the 
language proficiency of the Arabic military linguist. 

• Study Procedures 
• The study was approved by the Northcentral University Review Board before the data was 

collected. The study involved phase 1 and then phase 2. The first phase was a survey that the 
participating teachers took. The survey contained 45 questions and took about 30-40 minutes to 
complete. The identity of the participants was blocked and replaced by a number only known to 
the researcher. The second phase was data collection and the analysis of the collected data. 

Data Collection and Analysis 
• The process of collecting data happened in two phases. In the first phase, the participants in the 

survey were contacted. The researcher contacted the individuals that showed interest in being part 
of this survey and the invitations were provide to participants. The invitation announcement was 
posted more than once to generate more participants up to the number needed. Information about 
the questions contained in the survey was gathered in about four weeks. Next, the responses were 
tallied and a general answer for each question was deduced for the total pool of the survey. All 
questions focused on language, culture, and the potential relationship between the two. The last 
question asked about the willingness of the participant to engage in a one-on-one interview with 
another set of questions. 

• In the second phase, the participants were asked two open ended questions focusing on their own 
experience regarding the use of cultural awareness in their language classes and to develop it to 
serve in raising the proficiency level. The meetings for conducting these interviews were in one of 
the following three places; the public library, local café, and conference rooms in local offices. 
These interviews were recorded on iPhone X as a recording device. The participants were made 
aware that the interview was recorded with their consent. The purpose of the recording was to 
make the transcription stage as accurate as possible. The storing was for the purpose of having the 
content of the interview available to the researcher without going back to the interviewee again 
and again. Once the interview was completed, it was transferred to a saving device such as Mac or 
an external hard drive. The transcribed record of these interviews was the main source for 
collecting the needed information. These transcripts were also used to look for patterns of similar 
vocabulary and cultural references on which the outcome of the study was based upon. Saladana 
(2016) talked about a method of assigning codes to phrases that have a relationship or a similarity 
between phrases and common sequence. Also, paying special attention to reflections in journals 
and field notes. Finally, comparing the earlier concepts in a new body of knowledge in the form of a 
theory concerning the role of cultural awareness in raising the language proficiency to higher levels 
(Saladana, 2016). Among all that, the objective of the research was to remain unbiased through 
early perceptions to avoid getting locked in the wrong insights. This helped the researcher take a 
general look at the results and the new acquired knowledge without any bias and concentrate on 
the pure results to address the research questions (Miles, 2016) 
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Statement of the Problem 

The problem that was addressed in this study was the lack of a clear approach to the importance 
of the role that cultural awareness plays in relation to second language acquisition (Short, 2017). The 
objective of this research was to focus on the role and the effectiveness of cultural awareness in 
enriching the Arabic language proficiency of the non-natives that are learning Arabic. Collecting 
cultural material may provide students with effective cultural insight in the Middle Eastern culture and 
its target language. The specific learners that may benefit linguistically from this research are the 
Arabic Basic Course (ABC) students. These students come to the Defense Language Institute (DLI) to 
spend 64 weeks for the purpose of learning Arabic. In addition to the Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), 
DLI offers 34 other world languages. Arabic has a number of dialects that are spoken in several Middle 
Eastern countries, such as the Iraqi dialect, Egyptian dialect, Levantine dialect, and Sudanese dialect 
(Beeston, 2016). 

The DLI has designed a language proficiency examination that is administered at the end of the 
study term which varies between 60 to 64 weeks depending on the language and the level of difficulty. 
Once students have completed the required time for their language and have passed all end-of-unit 
tests, then they are required to take the final exit examination. The exit examination that is mandatory 
for all DLI students to pass as a graduation requirement is called the DLTP5. This is short for Defense 
Language Proficiency Test, which is based on the guidelines of the Interagency Language Roundtable 
(ILR) proficiency levels (Davis, 2017).

Research Questions

Partic
ipa
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Age 
range

Dialect Years
teaching

Gender Multilingual Degree

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20-30
30-40
30-40
20-30
40-50
30-40
30-40
30-40
20-30
40-50
60-70
30-40
40-50
40-60
30-40
60-70
30-40
30-40
30-40
40-50
40-50
40-50
60-70
50-60
40-50
30-40
60-70
50-60
40-50
30-40

Lebanese
Iraqi
Kuwaiti
Lebanese
Egyptian
Sudanese
Syrian
Syrian
Algerian
Sudanese
Lebanese
Jordanian
Sudanese
Iraqi
Lebanese 
Saudi

Iraqi
Syrian
Yemenis 
Lebanese 
Iraqi

Syrian
Jordanian
Moroccan
Tunisian
Iraqi 
Lebanese 
Omani 
Moroccan
Libyan 

05-15
15-25
05-15
05-15
15-25
15-25
05-15
05-15
05-15
05-15
25-35
15-25
15-25
15-25
15-25
25-35
15-25
05-15
05-15
15-25
05-15
15-25
25-35
25-35
25-35
15-25
25-35
25-35
15-25
15-25

Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Female
Male
Female 
Male

Quadro lingual 
Trilingual

Bilingual 
Quadro lingual 
Bilingual

Bilingual
Quadro lingual
Bilingual
Bilingual
Bilingual
Quadro lingual 
Bilingual
Bilingual
Quadro lingual 
Bilingual
Trilingual
Trilingual
Trilingual
Trilingual
Quadro lingual 
Bilingual 
Quadro lingual
Trilingual
Trilingual 
Quadro lingual 
Quadro lingual
Quadro lingual 
Bilingual 
Bilingual
Bilingual

B.Ed. 
M.A.
B.Ed.
B.Ed.
PhD.
B.Sc.
M.A.
PhD.
M.A.
M.A.
PhD.
PhD.
PhD.
M.A.
PhD.
B.Sc.
PhD.
B.Ed.
M.A.
PhD.
PhD.
PhD.
PhD.
PhD.
M.A.
B.Ed.
B.Ed.
M.A.
PhD.
M.A.
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