2018 ALUMNI OF THE YEAR

AWARD
Purpose: Northcentral University annually recognizes
the achievements and contributions of our students and
faculty. NCU is now initiating an annual recognition
for Alumni of the Year, honoring outstanding NCU
graduates who have imparted positive lasting change
in their community or organization through the use of
their Northcentral degree. One of the top recipients of
the Alumni of the Year (AOY) award will be invited to
attend the award year's graduation ceremony to be
honored for their achievement, with travel and expense
reimbursement up to $1,000 paid by the University.
Additional recognition may be made for those Alumni
who received an AOY award, but did not receive the
top honor of travel to graduation.
Expectations: Applicants should complete the award
application, and supply the required materials. Alumni
meeting the award eligibility criteria may nominate
themselves and/or be nominated by a Dissertation
Committee member, a faculty member, or NCU staff
member. The AOY top recipient awardee may also be
asked to speak about his/her work as an alumnus, and
how they used their degree to impact change, during
one of the graduation events, through creation of a
short community impact webinar, or other media as
requested. The award, however, is not contingent upon
attendance or providing time for a webinar or other
media. The awardee may also be asked to write a
communication regarding his/her work as an alumnus
to be published by NCU, as well as attend
student-related meetings to discuss his/her use of their
degree.

Eligibility and Deadlines: All students who have
successfully completed their NCU degree by January 1
of the previous graduation year (i.e. f celebration year
is August, 2018, then the graduate must have
completed their degree before January 1, 2017) are
eligible for the AOY award. The deadline for
nomination submissions will be April 30, 2018.
Review Process: An annually appointed AOY committee
consisting of Northcentral staff will judge all
nominations using a standardized rating tool. The
selected Department leaders will appoint at least one
member to serve on the committee. Criteria used in
evaluating applications to determine AOY finalists
include factors such as: use of degree, audience
affected, scope of impact, and lasting change. The top
recipient of the AOY award for travel will be selected
through an interview process as managed by the
Graduate School. The winner will be notified no later
than a month in advance of graduation in order to
allow for arrangement of travel and lodging.
AOY Award Documents: Refer to the AOY rating tool
below for how the applications will be reviewed.
AOY Award Management: The Graduate School
manages the AOY awards, including all related
processes and tools. All AOY applications and required
documentation must be submitted to
GraduateResearch@ncu.edu. Be sure to reference the
Alumni of the Year and include the LAST NAME of the
applicant in the subject line for proper processing of
the application.

AOY AWARD NOMINATION FORM
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND SUBMIT IT TO GRADUATERESEARCH@NCU.EDU

Name of Submitter:
Phone:
Email:
Role of person nominating alumnus (i.e., self, Chair, Committee member):

Name of Nominated Alumnus (self-nomination is acceptable):

Address:

Phone (if different than above):
Email (if different than above):
Degree obtained, School, and date:

Provide one letter of recommendation from one of the following:
Personal/Professional
Community Organization

Please explain how you have used your degree from Northcentral University after graduation personally
and/or professionally to impart a positive lasting impact on your community/organization. (In describing
your efforts, please include what you have done/continue to do, who was impacted and how, as well as how
your degree aided you in making such contributions.)

How has your work since graduating from Northcentral supported NCU’s mission, vision, and values?
(Reference: http://www.ncu.edu/about-northcentral/mission-vision-values)

Please explain any additional research, presentations, or publications you have completed since
graduation, if any (provide conference/publication details):

AOY AWARD FINALIST RATING TOOL
NCU ALUMNI OF THE YEAR EVALUATION FORM
Please review the application using the criteria listed and select the appropriate
criteria to meet the application expectations

1

2

Lacking

3
Adequate

4

5

Exceptional

1. Overall Quality:
1
2
3
4
5
The submission is appropriate, clear, coherent, precise, logical, interesting, and free of grammatical
or typographical errors.
Comments:

2. Currency & Relevance:

1

2

3

4

5

The efforts described by the applicant reflect timely work needed by the community/organization.
The efforts show relevant implications for the community/organization in terms of imparting positive
lasting change.
Comments:

3. Audience Impacted:

1

2

3

4

5

The submission describes positive impact to the larger community/organization, demonstrating wide
benefits to a large group of people. However, circumstances may occur where an enormous impact
was made on a single person for the benefit of others.
Comments:

4. Application of Degree:

1

2

3

4

5

Submission should clearly describe how applicant has used his/her degree in order to impart positive
lasting change in his/her community/organization.
Comments:

5. Alignment with NCU mission, vision, & values:

1

2

3

4

5

The efforts described in the submission align with and/or promotes Northcentral’s mission, vison,
and values. For a greater description of each, please visit:
http://www.ncu.edu/about-northcentral/mission-vision-values
Comments:

6. Supported through a letter of recommendation:

1

2

3

4

A letter of recommendation will support the applicant through professional/personal, and social
impacts and influence, leading to lasting change based on application of the degree received.
Comments:

TOTAL SCORE: _____________

5

